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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of removing a canopy from a cockpit of an aircraft, comprising: 
providing an airbag in the cockpit adjacent the canopy; 

inflating the airbag; and 

5 as the airbag inflates, applying a force to the canopy from the inflating airbag to thereby 

jettison the canopy. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising initiating the airbag prior to inflating the 
airbag. 



10 



15 



20 



3. The method of claim 2 wherein the initiating step includes initiating the airbag with gas. 

4. The method of claim 2 wherein the initiating step includes initiating the airbag with a 
light signal. 

5. The method of claim 2 wherein the initiating step includes initiating the airbag with an 
electrical signal. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the airbag is mounted to a cockpit seat. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the airbag is mounted to the canopy. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the airbag is mounted to an airframe of the aircraft 



25 9. An apparatus, comprising: 

an aircraft having a cockpit and a canopy covering the cockpit; 

an airbag mounted in the cockpit adjacent the canopy; and 

an initiator connected to the airbag for initiating the airbag to jettison the canopy. 

30 10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the initiator is a gas initiator. 
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1 1 . The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the initiator is a laser initiator. 

12. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the initiator is an electrical initiator. 

13. The apparatus of claim 9 further comprising a cockpit seat in the cockpit and wherein the 
airbag is mounted to the cockpit seat. 

14. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the airbag is mounted to the canopy. 

15. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the aircraft comprises an airframe and wherein the 
airbag is mounted to the airframe. 
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